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Farewell from Ms. Newgent 

With COVID-19 mitigation efforts about to end, some schools are scrambling to change grad-

uation plans in the hopes of giving seniors as traditional a commencement as possible. This 

week, as school districts got the notification from the Departments of Education and Health, 

most school officials got right to work tweaking graduation plans. In Anne Arundel County, the 

number of graduation tickets increased from 2 to 4. Additionally, the school football field 

seems to be the default venue for most schools across the nation.   In Anne Arundel County, 

all high school graduation commencement ceremonies will be held at the Crofton High School 

athletic fields. Annapolis’s graduation will take place on Thursday June 10th at 7:30 P.M.   

In a school year of virtual learning, limited athletic events, and cancelled proms, it is exciting 
for our seniors to participate in a more traditional graduation.  Perhaps this is a sign we are 

drawing closer to normalcy.  One can only hope! 

Dear IB Families, 
 
It has been a privilege to serve as the IB Diploma Coordinator for the past six years at Annap-
olis H.S. Although I will enjoy retirement, I know I 
will miss working with our students.  I plan to divide 
my time between our home in Maryland and the 
other located in North Myrtle beach.  I expect my 
two cats, Mia and Bailey, will enjoy the extra time I 
have to spend with them; however, I also plan to 
interfere more in my son’s personal life, so he may 
not be as excited for my retirement. Another goal is 
to take some personal interest classes- such as a 
landscaping course, and to catch up on leisure 
reading. 
 
On Friday, May 21, we honored our current IB sen-
iors.  The ceremony was recorded, and the video can be 
accessed at  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11pGDYGULiUsTHl65693yet3tvpWXobqj/view?usp=sharing 
  
I could not wish for a better group of IB students to conclude my career as the A-High Annap-
olis IB Diploma Coordinator than the IB class of 2021.  I wish you all well and will see you at 
graduation.  I will also be assisting with handing out caps and gowns on Wednesday June 2nd. 
Seniors, please stop by and say farewell! 
 
Good Luck and Good- Bye  
Ms. Newgent 

                Bailey and Mia 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F11pGDYGULiUsTHl65693yet3tvpWXobqj%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CPNEWGENT%40AACPS.org%7C6a75296f4bc5425991ea08d91eddf2a8%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a7089c35df207c0%
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Global Issues: Mother’s Day Traditions by Alex Marek 

On the second Sunday of May millions of American’s 

annually celebrate and show their gratitude towards 

mothers, grandmothers and maternal figures. Families 

come together and show their appreciation for all the 

hard work and sacrifice these women do for them. In 

America Mother’s Day is typically celebrated with choco-

lates, flowers, family dinners and other gifts. Different 

countries around the world have their own Mother’s Day 

Traditions.  

In India there is a 10 day festival in the month of October that celebrates Durga (Goddess of Mothers). 

The celebration dates to the 16th century and is both a religious ceremony and a time of family reun-

ions. Families spend weeks, if not months, preparing for the festivities by decorating their homes, pre-

paring food and finding special gifts for the mothers in their lives. In Japan, Mother’s Day is celebrated 

in March. The holiday gained popularity after World War Two to comfort moms who had lost their sons 

in war. Carnations are displayed throughout the country as a symbol of sweetness and strength. After 

World War II, children would give red carnations to their living mother and display white carnations if 

their mother had died. However, today white is the traditional color.  

In the United Kingdom the holiday is referred to as “Mothering Sunday” and takes place on the fourth 

Sunday of lent. The origins of this holiday started in the 1700s when families who had moved away 

would return to the church they originally attended. Later, it was a time when house servants would re-

turn to their families on the fourth Sunday of lent to spend time with their mothers. Today the holiday is 

still deeply rooted in religion. Churches leave out daffodils for young children to give to their mothers 

and fruitcakes are a traditional dessert. In France, Mother’s Day dates to the 1920s when the govern-

ment would award medals to mothers of large families for helping to rebuild the population after many 

died in World War I. After the Second World War, the government declared the last Sunday of May 

Mother’s day.   

In Ethiopia Mother’s Day is celebrated through the Antrosht Festival. This festival takes place at the end 

of their rainy season or early fall. Families all come together to share a large feast. It is traditional for 

daughters to supply vegetables and cheeses and for sons to provide the meat. Families then sing and 

dance to tell stories of the ancestors.  

One thing is apparent, throughout he world people love to celebrate the important women in their life 

who helped to make them the person they are today.  
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Get Involved: Heart Pride Alliance Club By: Catalina Gibney  
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It is almost Pride Month, which is celebrated each June to memori-

alize the Stonewall Riots of 1969 with parades and celebrations of 

LGBTQIA+ pride. As an early Pride celebration, Panther Heart 

Pride Alliance Club will be featured. Panther Heart Pride Alliance is 

a safe-space for LGBTQIA+ students to facilitate open discussions, 

build a sense of community, and express themselves. Additionally, 

it is a space to organize activism and learn to self-advocate. Some 

valuable traits that members practice is leadership, listening, and 

empathy. This year, Panther Heart Pride Alliance has educated teachers about the importance of pro-

nouns in and out of virtual learning and supported each other in a tight-knit community. In the past, the 

club has accomplished a range of activities including affirming educational outreach in the school com-

munity, inviting speakers from prominent LGBTQIA+ organizations (such as PFLAG and Annapolis 

Pride), hosting holiday parties, fundraising with candy drives, and working with Anne Arundel County 

public libraries to advocate for including inclusive books in their collection.  

Adrian Ramallosa, a member of Panther Heart Pride Alliance, says that the club is “a great way to give 

the LGBTQ+ youth at our school a safe space to express themselves.” 

This club meets twice a week on Tuesdays and Fridays to provide a reliable and safe environment for 

the student body. It is never too late to join this club, and the google classroom code to join is yeasst4. 
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 Student Spotlight: Jessica Gorski by Mario Buchkov  

 

 

Jess Gorski is a senior in the International Baccalaureate (IB) pro-

gram at Annapolis High School. Some of her favorite extracurricular 

activities include playing soccer and lacrosse for the school, volun-

teering with youth sports teams, helping with the One Love Founda-

tion’s annual 5K marathon for Yeardley Love, and co-chairing the 

Environmental Action Club (EAC). During virtual learning, the fo-

cused on environmental education through promoting eco-friendly 

recycling and gift-giving through ‘Environmental Moment’ the slides 

that are presented in for the Community Wellness presentations on Mondays and Wednesdays. Jess has 

played a major part in researching and planning for the Environmental Moment slides. Recently, she 

participated in a school beautification project by planting gardens and weeding around the portables at 

Annapolis High School.  

Jess enjoys the International Baccalaureate (IB) Program. “It is not hard as everyone says it is”. 

She believes that she has learned a great deal from the program in general. For instance, the IB classes 

are much more engaging than other classes. The subjects in the IB program dive deeper than in the reg-

ular curriculum for standard, honors and even AP classes that are replicated on the IB level (such as IB 

Language and Literature, vs. AP Language and 

Literature). The IB environment permits a greater 

opportunity to explore what you can and want to 

do. Jess is very interested in mathematics - she is 

in IB Mathematics of HL Analysis and Approaches. 

“IB will be worth it in the end - Mrs. Richburg and 

Mrs. Newgent are really helpful, so if you have 

any questions, go to them!” Jess adds. 
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Student Spotlight– Lily Gibney 

 
 
Mother’s dread by Lily Gibney 
 
See us fret none since the twenty- first hope 
The scowl during the nineteenth sent weights on our feet to suppress our connections 
Though hope has risen, our light has limited an emerging twilight to unrope 
 
As one foot steps forward we celebrate our decreased infections 
We celebrate our mother’s increasing health 
But the gloom shines a brighter light on the truth than could a projection 
 
The gloom of twilight has arisen as we continue to mistreat wealth 
And we must capture a poem in honor of mother’s dread 
The massacre of mother and the secrets to stealth 
 
She is suffering and wanting a voice to address the concerns ahead 
We must adapt and change in order to prove our morals 
But corruption has led common men feeling misled, therefore unable to address mother’s dread 
 

I wrote this poem to address the way in which light has been casted on the COVID-19 pandemic, how 

it is finally coming to an end with the creation and uptake of vaccines, and to recognize there will al-

ways be negative aspects that remain in a world that seems positive. The negatives should never be 

forgotten. The negative I am focusing on in this poem is Earth’s environment. As I write about 

“mother,” I aim to honor Earth being our mother by addressing her as such. I write to express the pain 

our environment is still going through since COVID-19. Many people think COVID-19 helped the envi-

ronment due to less industrial activity, when in reality, “secrets” and people being “corrupt” and 

“stealthy”, as I say, are behind the scenes using this concept to justify the continued massacre of spe-

cies, and eventually a planet, due to, for example,  an unsustainable supply and demand of seafood. 

There are many environmental concerns, but the ocean keeps Earth alive. I obtained inspiration from 

a documentary on Netflix called “Seaspiracy”. It opened my eyes to environmental and ethical prob-

lems that “common” people may not see, or even know, is happening. I wrap up my poem to manifest 

the message of people having hope, but in many cases they are only subject to minimal -- or no influ-

ence -- to change these negatives since corrupt corporations governments, and interest groups are 

working together to keep spinning this unethical cycle. 
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“IB” Feeling Well: May is Mental Health Awareness Month 

 by Hannah Kindness 

 
In honor of May being Mental Health Awareness Month, the last edition of ‘IB Feeling Well’ for the 2020-2021 school year 

will highlight some great resources and reminders.  

 
Resources 

Resources:  
1.  https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/find-help/ This page on the National Institute of Mental Health has several good 

emergent help/hotlines, as well as guidance on getting long term treatment.  

2. https://www.mhanational.org/mental-health-month Mental Health America is an amazing non-profit that offers several 

“toolkits” (in English and Spanish) that guide the reader through several common situations, such as anger or grief. They 

also offer several virtual mental health screenings. *These tests are helpful for deciding if you need to seek professional 

help, but should not be used in replacement of it.  

3. Online Therapy. Recently, Virtual Therapy has been growing in popularity, especially during quarantine. There are sever-

al companies that offer different plans and payment options, some of the more accredited ones include LiveHealth 

Online, Teladoc, Amwell, and Doctor on Demand. 

4. Talk to a trusted adult. Although venting to friends is helpful, an adult/professional will be much better at providing long 

term help, and a path to help you manage the challenges you express. If you don’t have a trusted adult at home, remem-

ber that adults (teachers, admins, guidance counselors) at the school are still available over the summer (although they 

aren't required to check their emails/other forms of communication over the summer-so in an emergent/time sensitive 

situation call a hotline)  

Reminders:  
• Take care of yourself. Eating well, maintaining a healthy sleep schedule, and getting around 30 minutes of exercise eve-

ry/other day will all help your body and brain function better. It will also help stabilize your hormones/endorphins and 

energy levels. 

• Talk to others about what you feel. It helps to vocalize your emotions, as well as vent. Aside from possibly resulting in a 

solution, talking with others will also give you a way to avoid bottling up. 

• Listen to your body. If you feel overworked and/or like you need a break, listen to your brain and try to shift your focus 

to recharging so you can continue to be productive in the long run, and avoid burnout. 

• Work on a form of de-stressing that works for you. Common methods include method/meditation, yoga, escapism (ex: 

watching a movie,) exercising, or a hobby. It's important to find something that reliably serves as a way for you to un-

wind and de-stress.  

• You are not alone. It's easy to feel isolated during the summer, without the social/community aspect that comes with 

school. Remember that you still have the relationships you built from school, even if you don't see those people every-

day anymore.  

Good luck in the summer and next school year everyone! Stay safe and be kind to yourself.  

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/find-help/
https://www.mhanational.org/mental-health-month


 

  Navigating the IB Diploma Program:  

     IB Language and Literature by Mete Gorgulu and Hayden  Bandes 

 
 
When it comes to learning grammatical structure and creative writing, IB English teaches a student how to not only improve their 
writing but explore new areas of storytelling when it comes to literature. This is especially true with its wide selection of literature 
that pushes its students to challenge their own perspective while exploring a new one, as well as developing their own writing 
style. A few examples of this include the poems of the famous Pablo Neruda, to the comic book world of Persepolis, which dis-
cusses the major changes taking place in Iran after its political revolution.  
 
Debate is another major foundation of the class. Daily warm-up helps generate an in depth discussion on societal structures, 
equality, and many other important and relevant topics. When it comes to assessments, both the writing and speaking skills of 
the student will be tested in the Higher Level Essay and Oral exam. The assessments are designed to evaluate the student’s ability 
to analyze a document or image, and their ability to expand upon previous knowledge of a topic of interest to them.  To get a 
more in-depth understanding of the course, a correspondent from IB Newspaper was able to interview one of IB English teachers, 
Mr. Moul.   
 
Q1: How is IB Lang and Lit different from the other IB classes when it comes to curriculum?                                                        

Obviously, Language and Literature is a literature class, so more than any other course in IB we are focused on considering the 
perspectives of others on a very personal level. In History and ESS, you’ll consider societies different from your own, but only in 
your English class (and maybe theatre) will you focus on the perspectives of individuals whose experiences are very different from 
your own. Also, there’s lots of reading! 

Q2: How does IB Language and Literature connect to the IB Learner Profiles? 
 
In order to have success in Lang/Lit, you need to be an inquirer. Every text is a series of decisions made by the author for a spe-
cific purpose. Your job is to suss out hidden meanings, make connections that are not obvious and consider a single text through 
multiple lenses. This process sometimes takes you to places you didn’t predict and don’t intend (and that’s true for the teacher, 
too.) 
 
Q3: What real life skills do your students learn when taking your course? 
 
Drafting, editing and revising high-level text is a skill that will be useful in college and beyond. I’ve had many former IB students 
tell me that they are prepared for the rigors of college writing in a way that their classmates are not. This is also a good class in 
which to build you reading stamina. Reading many pages, and taking good notes on what you read, is a skill that you will use for 
the rest of your life. 
 
Q4: Are there any “tips and tricks” you would recommend to rising students that are about to take your class? 
  
Don’t slow play the learner portfolio. The more items you have in the portfolio as a senior, the easier that the oral and the paper 
2 will be. Also, get into the habit of drafting your papers quickly, then doing multiple, leisurely edits and revisions. It takes a lot of 
work to make your writing easy to read, and your first draft will almost never be as good as you think. The more people you can 
get to take a look at your writing before handing it in, the better. 
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As the Class of 2024 watches their first year of high school come to a close, many emotions begin 

to surface. This year has been a whirlwind of new experiences and change for all of us at Annap-

olis High School, and now it is time for us as a class to look forward and begin to prepare for our 

10th grade year (however it may present itself).  

Rising 10th-grader Sophie Reed is looking forward to regaining a greater sense of school commu-

nity, saying, “actually being able to work with your teachers and classmates in person is what 

makes school so enjoyable.” Sophie certainly isn’t alone with this belief, as I often find myself 

missing the little things about a school community, like full classrooms or a cafeteria. Fellow 9th 

grader Sofia Garcia is most excited to return to more of a sense of normalcy, saying she is most 

excited to “go back to school full time, as well as make new friends and meet more of my teach-

ers in person!” This is something that I am certain I agree with - virtual learning tends to feel a 

little isolating, and returning to school this year (and possibly full time next year!) has been a re-

ally great way to break out of that sense of loneliness. Taryn Reinhart looks forward to being able 

to see her friends more often, explaining, “I look forward to seeing people without coordinating 

two weeks beforehand which Panther Hour location we’ll meet at!”  

Though my first year of high school certainly hasn’t been anything like I had anticipated it to be a 

year ago today, it has been an incredibly interesting experience that I feel has made me a better 

person and student. Thank you, Annapolis High School for providing me and my fellow class-

mates with a freshman year to remember! 

 The Freshman Perspective by Mia Rinehart 



We Real Distracted A poem by Fiona Coleman 

 
We real distracted. 

Our grades are impacted. We 
Try to think. But the sound of a clink! 

Pulls my attention to the drip in the sink. 
Why can’t I focus? 

Just look at the paper. Wait- 
How does water turn into vapor? 

No. 
Fiona, just do your work. 

And they think ADHD is just a quirk. 
I want to finish and be done. 

But my brain is still thinking about the size of the sun. I 
Can't read the words of the question. 

Brain please - just focus 
I have a suggestion. 

No. Stop. 
I don’t care about Cows. 

What am I gonna say for my wedding vows? 
Come on 

I just need to finish this test. 
Everyone is done. 

I'm getting kind of stressed. I’ve 
Read this twice and the words aren’t sticking. 

My attention is focused on the wall clock ticking.  
The School system. 

It wasn’t made for me. 
My thoughts can't be contained, they need to be 

Free. 
Free. 

I want to be free. 
But first I need to get a college degree. 

Then I’ll get a job. 
That suits me best. 
But for right now, 

I need to finish this test. 

Poetry Corner 
 



  

 
Most Likely to Run for Public Office: Will Francis and Cora Williams 

Most Likely to Star in a Sitcom : Jalen Lamkin and Mize Slenker 

Most Likely to Appear on a Fashion Magazine Cover : Tory Hurst and Anthony Velasquez 



Most Likely to be Spotted at Dunkins: Carlena Hall and Adam Ginsburg 

         Most Likely to Appear on the Bachelorette: Manav Bhanot and Leah Marcus 

 

                  Most Likely to Win ANY Debate: Olivia DiGuardo and Kristen Jackson  

 

           Most Likely to Win any Athletic Competition: Jessica Gorski, Sam Bridgeman and Saylor Whitaker  

 

 



                  Most Likely to Win Artist of the Year: Kennedy Hall and Jalen Lamkin 

             Most Likely to Make You Smile: Rachel Hiesener and Aflaak Zahid 

 

               Most Likely to Show up Wearing Pajamas: Bailey Sweitzer and Connor Walter  

 

                Funniest Meme: Caitlyn Dixon and Henry Guckes  

 

 



COLLEGE CORNER:  BY HANNAH KELLEY 

 

         William and Mary College 

William and Mary is the second oldest institution of higher education in the United States. It was founded in 1693 in the colony of 

Williamsburg, Virginia, issued by King William III and Queen Mary II of England. The rich history and age of this college gives the cam-

pus a colonial and regal feel. The stunning campus has wide open green spaces, hundred year old trees and beautiful historic brick 

buildings. Williamsburg is a vibrant city with many street events featuring outstanding music, arts, and restaurants. Colonial Wil-

liamsburg is a living history museum that preserves the way of life from the colonial era. This attracts tourists from around the world, 

making Williamsburg a popular destination.  

William and Mary, a public research institution is known for its out-

standing academics, engaging student life and of course its rich histo-

ry. The most popular majors are Social Sciences; Business, Manage-

ment, Marketing, and Related Support Services; Biological and Bio-

medical Sciences; Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies; and Psychology. 

There are 31 majors offered and 34 distinct undergraduate degrees. 

This college is exceptional for students interested in the pre-med 

track.  William and Mary is one of eight “public ivies” meaning it 

offers a superior education, but at a much lower cost. William and 

Mary is ranked #11 for top public schools and #4 for best undergrad-

uate teaching in the nation. Some of the notable alumni include 

Thomas Jefferson, Henry Clay and the Daily Show comedian, Jon Stewart. William and Mary is recognized for its unique traditions 

such as the King and Queen Ball, Convocation, Yule Log and on the last day the students ring the bell on the oldest academic building 

in the United States. W&M griffins competes at the Division 1 level in the Colonial Athletic Association. They do offer sororities and 

fraternities, but Greek life does not play a huge role in the social scene.  

William and Mary is a competitive school to get into. The acceptance rate is 37.7% and 25-27% for out of state students. The total 

undergraduate population is 6,256 making it a small to medium sized school. The class sizes are small and students are privileged to 

be active participants and have close relationships with their classmates and professors. The average GPA accepted is 4.27 which is 

almost all A’s. The average SAT scores are 660-740 for Reading and Writing, and 660-760 for Math. The average ACT score is 30-34, 

but William and Mary changed their policy to test optional for the 2020-2021 school year. The tuition for out of state is $46,854, but 

students can receive up to 25% of their tuition in aid. They do accept AP and IB credits. Click Here for more information about the 

college’s IB policies. 

If you're interested in this truly one of a kind historic school, they offer virtual tours and created a self-guided tour for prospective 

students to follow, while they still don’t offer guided tours. The drive from Annapolis is less than three hours and there are a ton of 

interesting places to visit besides the campus in Williamsburg.  

https://www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/documents/catalog/prematriculationexamtable.pdf


COLLEGE CORNER:  BY SERENA CLAGGETT 

 

         Earlham College 

Acclaimed as one of the Colleges that Change Lives by Loren Pope, Earlham college is a small university with an outstanding reputa-

tion. The college was founded in Richmond, Indiana, in 1847, by a group of Quakers looking to develop a university grounded in val-

ues of peace, integrity, and community. Today, Earlham continues to exhibit these qualities while providing the highest quality of 

liberal arts education and science. The school's approach to learning has repeatedly earned it national recognition for the “best un-

dergraduate teaching” and “best classroom experience.”.  

 

Earlham offers 35 different undergraduate degrees, condensed into 

32 majors within 17 broad fields of study. Social sciences, psychology, 

and business are among the most popular majors for undergradu-

ates, although there are many more to choose from. While the col-

lege’s academic programs are rigorous, they are also engaging and 

supportive, a symmetry that is integral to Earlham’s unique learning 

environment.  

 

The campus itself sits upon 800-acres in Richmond, Indiana, rich with 

woods, streams, ponds, old fields and prairies used for scientific research and recreation. The campus is home to approximately 

1,000 undergrads, the majority of which contribute to Earlham’s exciting student life. There are a multitude of clubs and organiza-

tions customized to all kinds of hobbies and fascinations of the students there. Clubs for recreational sports, service, culture, politics, 

and other special interests, are popular among Earlhamites; an exhibition of the eccentric student body.  

 

The school has an acceptance rate of 63% and a graduation rate of 70%. Earlham requires applicants to be above the average high 

school class, with a GPA of 3.7, or compensation with higher level courses like AP or IB classes. Average SAT scores for applicants 

range from Reading & Writing 550-680 and Math 550-690, and average ACT scores range from 23-30. Out of state tuition is 47,380 

USD, however, 95% of applicants receive financial assistance, making the average cost of tuition after aid around 19,000 

USD. International Baccalaureate 

Students who receive scores of 5, 6 or 7 on higher-level subject examinations of the International Baccalaureate (IB) may receive a 

range of credits as indicated below with a maximum of 30 combined AP/IB/Dual Enrollment credits. 

 
 

 

IB Score Credits 

5 3 

6 4 

7 5 


